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In accordance with the RPSTA Elections Policy the following procedures shall be adhered to:

1. Assembly

    1.1 School staff shall elect their school Assembly representatives; 

a) based on the ratio of one representative for every twelve full time equivalents, or portion
                thereof.  

2. Elections Committee 
    2.1  The Chief Returning Officer (CRO) is appointed by Executive Council, to chair the  

                       Elections Committee, which is tasked with the duty of executing the annual election process.

a) A call for the position of the CRO will be made to the membership.  Any interested member   
     can make written application to the President. 

b) In the event that the CRO wishes to stand for election another RPSTA member not seeking  
     election shall be appointed CRO by the Executive Council. 

c) The CRO can assign responsibilities to a designate as required.

d) The CRO will share complete electoral results with the Executive Council.

e) The CRO will prepare an Elections Report at the conclusion of the Election cycle.

    2.2  The Elections Committee is charged with the decision on how to run Elections in a given year   
           with approval from Executive Council.  

             a) The order of Elections shall be as follows:  
   i)  President;
   ii) Vice-President;
  iii) Executive Council;
  iv) Councillor.  

        b) The number of Councillors elected may vary annually according to STF bylaw 2.3.1, 
                  which states: 

STF Bylaw:  2.3.1 “Each local association shall elect councillors based on the number of members within the local association as at 
September 30 of that year as follows: Fewer than 130 members, two councillors plus one additional councillor for each 65 members, 
or fraction thereof, in excess of 129 members. Part-time teachers shall be counted as full-time teachers but substitute teachers shall 
not be counted.” 

     2.3  The Elections Committee shall:
a) determine which campaign materials are necessary for candidates to provide 
    (ex: poster, video, etc.)  and when these materials need to be submitted by; 

b) distribute aforementioned materials to schools or members;



 c) create a Candidates Forum at a General Meeting when there are multiple candidates for 
                President or Vice-President (Refer to Elections Regulation 7.3.1);

d) determine a web-based product to utilize (ex: www.electionbuddy.com);

e) verify the RPSTA member list as compared with the division teacher employee list and
                            enter the emails addresses into the program (Refer to Elections Regulation 7.3.2);  

f) set up the election online allotting a period of 24-48 hours for members to cast their 
                            electronic ballot;

g) monitor the process of the online election;

h) open and confirm the results of the election at the close of the voting period.

   2.4  If needed, the Elections Committee may decide to run elections via paper ballots (Refer to  
                      Elections Regulation  7.3.3.).

   2.5  Once all candidates have been informed, and the results are uncontested, the Elections Committee  
          will affirm the results and inform the membership of the successful candidates.

3.  Candidates 
    3.1  Nomination forms:

a) must be received by the CRO by the deadline determined by the Elections Committee.  
                Late nominations shall not be accepted;

b) must be signed by a member of the RPSTA.

    3.2 Each Candidate may have a scrutineer present during the confirmation of the results or the  
                        counting of the ballots (Refer to Elections Regulation 7.3.4).

    3.3 Candidates shall be contacted with election results by the CRO. 
a) Specific numbers of votes received shall be shared with candidates.  Candidates shall
    keep these numbers confidential.

b) If a candidate chooses to contest the results of the Election they must contact the Chief 
       Returning Officer of the Elections Committee prior to 12:00 noon following the day of the
       Election (Refer to Elections Regulations 7.3.5). 

4.  Vacancies and By-Elections
     If Assembly is required to fill a position, a by-election will be called using the following procedure: 

    4.1  The Executive Council shall, immediately advise members of the vacancy. Any continuing 
                       contract teacher can let their name stand for the position by contacting the Elections Committee 

           with a completed nomination form;

       4.2  The by-election shall be held at the next Assembly meeting following the notification to the  
           Membership; 

    4.3  If no nominations are received prior to the by-election the CRO will allow nominations from
           the floor of Assembly; 



    4.4  In the event that two or more members let their names stand then each member shall be given an 
                      opportunity to address Assembly for no longer than three minutes;

             4.5  The CRO shall announce the candidate(s) for the vacant position(s) and arrange for the 
           distribution of ballots to all the Assembly representatives present and ask them to write the 
           same number of names on the ballot as there are positions vacant;

 a) The CRO, President, and Vice-President or their designates, shall not receive a vote;

    4.6  The elections committee will count the ballots in private. In the event a member of the 
           elections committee is running for election, then the CRO may select a member(s) of the  

                       Executive Council as a designate, to count in their place;

    4.7  The candidate(s) with the most votes shall be declared elected by the Chief Returning 
           Officer, and shall assume their duties immediately; 

        4.8  In the event a tie needs to be resolved, procedures 4.5 – 4.7 shall be repeated with only the names
                       of the candidates tied being put forth;

    4.9  In the event that a tie occurs again between the remaining candidates, the CRO, President, 
                       Vice-President, and/or designate, shall each cast a ballot.


