
7.3 Elections Regulations Edited Mr. 5 2019

In accordance with RPSTA 7.1 Elections Procedures the Chief Returning Officer shall ensure the 
following Regulations shall be adhered to:

7.3.1  Candidates Forum

1. In accordance with Elections Procedure 2.3 (c), regarding the Candidate’s Forum, the following  
    protocols shall be adhered to:

a) Where there are multiple candidates for President or Vice-President they shall be offered the 
opportunity to speak at either the AGM or a General Meeting prior to the election;

b) The Forum will be chaired by the Chief Returning Officer of the Elections Committee or 
designate;

c) Candidates will speak in order as determined by random lot;

d) Each candidate will have up to three minutes to address the membership.  There shall be an 
opportunity for members to ask questions of the candidates after their addresses;

i)  Questions may be addressed to one or all candidates.  Although a question may be 
     directed to one candidate, other candidates who wish to respond may do so.  Each 
     response is limited to one minute;
ii)  The question and answer period will be followed by a one-minute concluding statement
      by each candidate.  The concluding statements will be made in reverse order to the 
      opening statements.

7.3.2  Voting Authentification 

1. In accordance with Elections Procedure 2.3(e), regarding fraudulent voting behaviours 
          (e.g. providing multiple email addresses to complete multiple ballots), the following protocols shall 
           be adhered to:

     a)   the member will be informed of the irregularity;

     b)   the irregularity will be corrected;

     c)   repeated offenses may result in suspension of voting privileges.  

7.3.3  Paper Ballots

1. In accordance with Elections Procedure 2.4, regarding the use of paper ballots, the following 
          protocols shall be adhered to:

    a) the Elections Committee shall email the official Elections ballot template to Assembly  
                    Representatives to copy and distribute to the members in their school;



    b) the Assembly Representative(s) in each school shall distribute one ballot per voting 
         member in their school;

i) members not assigned to a school during the election period may cast their ballot at a             
   designated location;

    c) each school’s envelope shall have a staff list attached on which members will initial beside their 
    name to indicate that they have voted.  Members on a verbal daily contract shall be added to the
    list.

    d) the ballots are to be collected by the Assembly Representative(s) in each school and delivered to 
         the CRO of the Elections Committee at the announced close of the Election;  

    e) the Elections Committee is responsible for the counting of the votes; 

i) the CRO, in addition to themselves, shall designate no less than three members 
                       to count votes (Candidates are ineligible to count votes);

           ii) the counting of the votes occurs after the close of the Election;
          iii) when the ballots for a school are removed from the school’s envelope they shall be 

    totaled to ensure that the number of ballots in the envelope equal the number of 
    members initialed on the staff list.  Irregularities shall be resolved by the Elections 
    Committee;

    iv) a correctly marked ballot clearly indicates a vote(s), for a particular candidate(s).  
         Failing to do so indicates a void or spoiled ballot;

              v) the committee shall separate the ballots into piles according to the candidates running 
   including a pile for those spoiled or abstaining;

          vi) a record shall be kept by the committee of the vote count per candidate for each school
               envelope;
         vii) ballots and tally sheets shall be placed back in the school envelope once the count has 

    been completed.

      f) the paper ballots shall be stored by the RPSTA until the Assembly meeting following the 
                   acceptance of the Elections Report by Assembly at which time the Elections Committee will call for 

       a vote to destroy the ballots.  

7.3.4  Scrutineers

1. In accordance with Elections Procedure 3.2, regarding Elections Scrutineers, the following protocols
          shall be adhered to.  Scrutineers shall:

a) be a member of the Association;

 b) observe the confirmation of results or counting of the votes;

 c) report any concerns regarding the process to the Elections Committee, during the counting or 
     viewing, and prior to the release of the elections results;

 d) share the vote count only with their candidate; 

 e) communicate with their candidate as soon as possible regarding any irregularities;

 f) support their candidate in contesting the election results if necessary.



7.3.5  Contested Results

1. In accordance with Elections Procedure 3.3(b), regarding contested results, the following protocols 
                shall be adhered to: 

    a) any candidate who has concerns around the election process, will notify the CRO; 

 b) the CRO will notify the elections committee of the concern and the committee will assemble for
      an emergency meeting;

 c) the Elections committee will present any concerns and recommendations to the Executive Council
      no later than 6:00 p.m. the day following the election;

 d) Executive Council will:
  i) review the concerns and recommendations from the Elections Committee;

          ii) inform the membership of the concern(s) within 24 hours;
         iii) determine the validity of the election

            iv) notify the membership of the decision(s) made
          v) bring a motion forward to Assembly to affirm the decision(s).


